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Statement of Opposition

 to the Proposed Cobalt-60 Food Irradiator
(at the Quakertown Interchange of I-476)

Prepared by Concerned Citizens of Milford Township

Hundreds of residents in Milford Township, Bucks County and nearby communities, spread across several Pennsylvania counties, are strongly opposed to the prospect of living and working near a prototype food irradiation facility operated by CFC Logistics. The new plant, owned by Clemens Family Corporation, uses intense cobalt-60 gamma nuclear radiation to kill pathogens in millions of pounds of meat and poultry annually, as well as non-edible products and other ingestible items such as spices, produce, and vitamins. The process is unnecessary for meat produced under sanitary conditions. 
An accident caused by operator error, equipment malfunction, or a serious security breach could release radiation into the air, soil, and water outside of the irradiator’s shielded storage tank. The sealed source supplier, REVISS Isotopes, has already identified the potential for moisture leakage into the irradiator's plenum (the housing unit for the radioactive material). A release of radionuclides would have serious consequences for the community. Plant personnel and people dwelling in or traveling through the surrounding area could become contaminated, and would be sickened or killed as a result. Such contamination could make our homes and workplaces uninhabitable for years, and result in enormous pain and suffering.  The daily risk of this type of horrendous incident could create a climate of fear and diminish property values.
Commercial irradiation facilities have a well-documented history of industrial accidents, fraud, and cover-ups stretching across decades and continents. The source material, cobalt-60 (Co-60), is highly prized by terrorists wishing to construct “dirty bombs.” Of particular concern is the irradiation facility’s location adjacent to the Quakertown interchange of the Pennsylvania Turnpike (I-476). This is a major artery for local and interstate travel. Just the rumor of a problem at CFC Logistics’s plant could wreak havoc on the entire eastern Pennsylvania region.

The Genesis Category III irradiator, designed by Gray*Star, Inc. of Mt. Arlington, New Jersey, is untested in commercial use. On August 27th, it received licensing approval by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). Now that the technology is operational, Upper Bucks County has become a test site for this highly controversial application during the volatile post-9/11 era. In 2000, Gray*Star’s permit application for an earlier model using cesium-137 as its source material was denied by the NRC. CCMT opposes Gray*Star’s current irradiator, the designer’s first commercial installation, on security and safety grounds. 

We urgently seek to learn as much as possible about the grave health and safety risks posed by the use of this nuclear technology. In June, we hired local public interest and environmental attorney, Robert J. Sugarman, to represent us in zoning-related legal proceedings and to request an evidentiary hearing before the NRC. In August, we retained Diane Curran, a nationally recognized expert in the field of nuclear safety law (based in Washington, D.C.), to advise us on NRC legal matters. Our scientific expert, Marvin Resnikoff, Ph.D., has prepared an independent assessment of risk and security issues concerning the nuclear irradiator in Milford Township. Dr. Resnikoff is a particle physicist with extensive knowledge of the dangers of cobalt-60 and the failings of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, particularly its Region I office based in King of Prussia, PA. (
